Perilymph fistula resulting from microfissures.
Perilymphatic fistulas are well documented in the otolaryngologic literature as a cause for both auditory and vestibular symptoms. The anatomic location of fistulas has been clinically confirmed in both the oval and round windows. Furthermore, membranous tears within the cochlea have been described post mortem and may be the cause of the remaining fistulas which are suspected but not confirmed surgically. A fourth source of perilymph fistula has previously been suggested by Okano and Harada. During the past several years, surgical confirmation of perilymph leakage from two microfissure areas has been observed. These cases will be briefly discussed along with their clinical implications. Speculation as to the type of hearing loss caused by fistulas will be offered. Hypotheses concerning the various symptoms encountered in patients and the location of the defect will also be addressed.